[bookmark: _GoBack]Essay questions. Each essay question is separate and to be answered after reading each reading displayed. Write a good, clear, and analytically coherent essay.  Expectations for the length of each essay are similar at least a page for each essay question.


E1
Essay Question #1 from (A1)
 “Truth, Objectivity, and Agreement” by Babbie.

	How do we determine truth?  Can we determine truth completely objectively most of the time?  On a practical, every-day level, how do we determine what is true?  What is intersubjectivity?

Here is the link to the reading “Truth, Objectivity, and Agreement” by Babbie.
https://www.corwin.com/sites/default/files/upm-binaries/6030_Chapter_3,_O'Brien_I_Proof_4.pdf


Essay Question #2 
Read On Becoming a Marihuana User.  One of the main themes of this piece is that our evaluation of an activity (in this case a certain type of drug use) depends as much or more on social context as it does on the actual qualities of the activity.  How does Becker think people learn to become marijuana users?  How is social interaction important to this process?  Give an example of a situation that you have observed where people seem to have defined an activity as enjoyable, that may not be that pleasurable.  How did people come to define your example as fun?

Link for reading On Becoming a Marihuana User by Howard Becker
https://www.sfu.ca/~palys/Becker-1953-BecomingAMarihuanaUser.pdf

Essay Question #3
How do we figure out what is real and what is true?  The obvious reference here is to the Babbie article (chapter 3 all 3 editions). However, you might look at other articles such as (On Becoming a Marihuana User) on symbolic distinctions if you wish.  What are some instances from your own life where you have noticed the process of negotiating a working consensus or definition of a situation?

Essay Question #4:
“The Development of Feeling Norms Underlying Romantic Love among Adolescent Females” by Simon, Eder, and Evans.  Here the authors outline indications that they found from hanging out and talking with adolescent girls about norms surrounding romantic love and how these norms are learned.  Your essay should cover what some of the feeling norms about romantic love are, according to the article.  Do these norms seem to be a “natural” part of human emotional content or do they have to be learned.  If they are learned, how are they learned?  Do you think that sometimes one’s feelings might violate some of these norms?


Link for Reading 
https://www.jstor.org/stable/pdf/2786684.pdf?refreqid=excelsior%3A0e82d6c493c2fb3d7efcedda0251d867
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Essay Question #5
READ “Presentation of Self in Everyday Life: Selections” by Erving Goffman.  What does the author mean by presentation of self?  How does this involve awareness of other people and social cues that they may pick up?  What kinds of things do people do to present a particular or desired self or definition of a situation?  Describe a situation where you or someone you know has made a particular effort to present a certain picture of themselves or define a social situation.


The link for the reading is here “Presentation of Self in Everyday Life: Selections” by Erving Goffman.  
http://www.clockwatching.net/~jimmy/eng101/articles/goffman_intro.pdf


Essay Question #6

Read  The Self, the I and the Me.  The author, George Herbert Mead, is considered the major founding thinker in the interactionist perspective in sociology.  In this excerpt from Mind, Self and Society, Mead describes what he calls the self.  What are important aspects of Mead’s view of the self?  Mead writes of being able to see or refer to one’s self as an object.  What does he mean by this?  Why is it important?  How is the self socially created or conditioned?  Mead divides the self into the I and the Me.  Describe each.

Here’s the link to the reading for The Self, the I and the Me
http://people.morrisville.edu/~reymers/readings/SOCI101/Mead-I_and_Me.pdf

Essay Question #7
Mead and Cooley particularly talk of the formation of the self or the self concept.  What kinds of things do you think influence people’s self concept (you could get personal and discuss your own here or just stick to a general discussion)?  Can one’s self (in Mead’s sense) or self-concept change over time?  If so, what might cause such a change?
 Use The Self, the I and the Me reading above 

Essay Question #8
Chapters 38 and 39 (6th) discuss self-fulfilling prophecies.  Pick two self-fulfilling prophecies from your own life (that have happened to you or someone you know or that you know well enough to write on).  For each describe it?  How do you think it works?

Read Self-Fulfilling Prophecies by Paul Watzlawick (1984) here is the link 

https://books.google.com/books?id=29gyLFV6VkQC&pg=PA382&lpg=PA382&dq=Self-Fulfilling+Prophecies+by+Paul+Watzlawick+pdf&source=bl&ots=Ctf-lleydh&sig=M0gFm9wx7duitZhWkeU6-6AsG5g&hl=en&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwi29PWCravcAhUCDCwKHYUQD6IQ6AEIQTAE%20\l%20v=onepage&q&f=#v=onepage&q&f=false

And the other reading is The Nonverbal Mediation of Self-Fulfilling Prophecies in Interracial Interaction by Carol O. Word, Mark P. Zanna, and Joel Cooper (1974)
